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INTRODUCTION 

 
                       To experience the serene beauty of our 

only true home i.e nature and to create sensitization and 

awareness regarding the biodiversity & Environment ; 

Shahaji Law College , Kolhapur had organised the 

‘Environmental Study Tour 2023’ from 20 October to 22 

October 2023.The tour began at the Parpoli village 

situated at the foothills of Sahyadri mountain ranges 

which is famous for its more than 180 species of 

butterflies. ‘Butterfly Festival 2023’ was organised by 

the Sawantwadi Forest Department in Parpoli village of 

butterflies with the objective of imparting knowledge & 

awareness among the students about forest , biodiversity 

& its conservation. 

                     The unique microclimate & floral diversity 

of this small village attracts many butterfly species, 

especially in the months of October and November 

;which includes many endemic species like Malabar 

banded peacock ,Malabar raven ,etc. Hence this Butterfly 

Festival was organised to give exposure to nature lovers 

about science of butterflies, impart knowledge about 

habitats, life cycle & adaptations of butterflies through 

educational efforts. 

                    The tour ended with 10 km trek in Parpoli- 

Amboli Ghat , giving the participants a thrilling 

experience in the jungles of western ghats all while 
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gaining valuable information about biodiversity & its 

protection. The course of tour also involved a visit to 

nearby tourist places to experience the natural beauty and 

a cultural program to experience our tradition.  

                    Overall the our proved to be first visit to the 

butterfly village Parpoli and also gave further impetus for 

development of this festival from the point of view of 

ecotourism promotion in the near future. Also for the 

effective enactment of the laws and legal provisions.     
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IMPORTANCE / OBJECTIVE  

 
                     The main objective of this tour was to 

impart knowledge & importance to the students about 

forest, nature and wildlife along with imparting 

education about it. The tour was organised with the 

following objectives – 

•To create sensitization & awareness from legal 

perspective about environment & forest conservation. 

• To educate ourselves with the help of local guides about 

the biodiversity found in western ghats. 

• To promote ecotourism that focuses on travel to pristine 

natural environments to experience the beauty of wildlife 

& to build environmental awareness among tourists. 

•To learn about the cultures & traditions of fellow 

travellers & the village of visit to broaden our 

understanding of human relations with surrounding 

environment. 

•To promote the butterfly festival from the point of view 

of generating employment & financial opportunities for 

local people. 

•To find ways to minimize the impact of tourism on the 

natural habitat & environment. 

•To conduct programs for promoting awareness among 

the locals in connection with the movements for 

forestation, plantation & overall biodiversity protection. 
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•To make fellow travellers & the locals aware of the 

various activities damaging the environment & wildlife 

habitat. 

•To study, analyse & disseminate policies, programs & 

legislations  affecting the environment,health, sanitation, 

& safety of wildlife. 

•To encourage conservation from the legal approach by 

making the public aware of the laws in this regard i.e 

provision of legal aid.    
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ABOUT VILLAGE 
PARPOLI – VILLAGE OF BUTTERFLIES  

 

•Locality Name - Parpoli  

•Taluka Name - Sawantwadi  

•District - Sindhudurg 

•State - Maharashtra  

•Region – Konkan 

                       Parpoli is a village in Sawantwadi Taluka 

in Sindhudurg District of Maharashtra State, India.It 

belongs to Kokan region.It is located 42 km towards  East 

from District head quarters & 20 km from Sawantwadi. 

                      Parpoli village is situated at the base of 

Amboli ghat and is known as the scenic butterfly village. 

The village is home to more than 180 species of 

butterflies. Parpoli is blessed with a unique micro 

environment and variety of flowers and numerous 

species of butterflies , which are very rare and only found 

in the western ghats, are found in large numbers mainly 

in the months of October and November. 

                       The waterfalls cascading from the high 

diffs and the unique atmosphere made Amboli 

worldwide. Likewise , the variety of butterflies will put 

Parpoli on the world map.Hence, Parpoli has been 

declared as the butterfly village. This is an important step 

for tourism growth. 
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OBJECT OF THE TRAIL 

 
Following are some of the object of the trail – 

•Discover plants , birds, butterflies, reptiles , amphibians 

and spider species. 

•Experience the enchating beauty of the forest and calm 

environment. 

•Explore the species of butterflies and capture the rarest 

species. 

•Spend some peaceful time amidst nature and have a 

therapeutic walk. 

•Study atmosphere and nature of Parpoli village. 

•Explore the biodiversity in forest of Parpoli village. 
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LEGAL APPROACH 

 
♦Introduction –  

                  Environmental laws are an important part of 

any governance body. It comprise a set of laws and 

regulations concerning air quality , water quality , and 

other aspects of the environment. The environmental 

laws in India are a direct reflection of what was 

envisaged in the Constitution. The need for protection 

and conservation of the environment and sustainable use 

of natural resources is reflected in the Constitutional 

framework of India and also in the international 

commitments of India. To understand the present day 

legal provisions for environmental protection and 

conservation of natural resources, it is important to look 

into the past Indian history of protecting the 

environment. 

 

♦Historical Background –  

1)Ancient Period –  

                       Environmental awareness can be said to 

have existed even in the pre-vedic Indian valley 

Civilization which flourished in northern India about 

5,000 years ago. This is evident from archaeological 

evidence gathered from Harappa and Mohenjo – Daro 

which were the prominent cities of the civilization. 

Protection and cleaning up of the environment were the 
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essence of the vedic culture. Arthashastra various 

punishments were prescribed for cutting trees , damaging 

forests , and  for killing animals and environmental ethics 

of nature conservation were not only applicable to the 

common man but the rulers and kings were also bound 

by them. 

2)Pre – Independence Period – 

                   During this period , tort laws, criminal law, 

laws regarding water, forest laws , special laws, etc were 

there to deal with the subject of protection of the 

environment. We can say that there was not much 

development in the Indian Environmental Law during 

this period. 

3)Post – Independence Period –  

                   The detailed and developed framework for 

environmental protection came after the UN conference 

on Human Environment in Stockholm in 1972. 

                   This led to the formation of the National 

Council for Environmental Policy and Planning in 1972 

within the science and technology department. This was 

set up to establish a regulatory body for the overview of 

the environmental related issues and concerns.This 

council was later converted to the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests. 

                    The government of India has made 

numerous acts to protect the environment and 

biodiversity. The important and impactful environmental 

laws and acts are explained below –  
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A )  Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 

The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 is an Act of the 

parliament of India enacted for protection of plants and 

animal species.Before 1972, India  had only five 

designated national parks. Among other reforms, the Act 

establishes scheduled protected plant & hunting certain 

animal species or harvesting these species were largely 

outlawed.The Act provides for the protection of wild 

animals, birds & plants; and for matters connected 

therewith or ancillary or incidental thereto. It extends to 

the whole of India. 

•Objective- 

The main objectives of the Act are as follows:  

1)Prohibition on Hunting of specified wild animals, birds 

and plants. 

2)Setting up and management of national parks and 

wildlife sanctuaries. 

3)Control of Trade and commerce in wildlife and wildlife 

products. 

•Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (with Amendment Acts of 

2003 and 2006) - 

        The act provides for the protection of wild animals, 

bird and plants and matters connected with them, with a 

view to ensure the ecological and environmental security 

of India.Extends to the whole of India, except the state of 

Jammu and Kashmir which has its own wildlife Act.It 

provides for protection of hunting rights of the scheduled 

Tribes in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Has provisions 
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for the convention on International Trade in Endangered 

species of wild fauna & flora.  

•Legislative Approach- 

                     The Act consists of 60 sections and VI 

Schedules divided into 8 chapters. The Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972 empowers the central and state 

governments to declare any area a wildlife sanctuary, 

national park or closed area. There is a blanket ban on 

carrying out any industrial activity inside these protected 

areas. It provides for authorities to administer and 

implement the Act; regulate the hunting of wild animals; 

protect specified plants, sancturies, national parks and 

closed areas, restrict trace or commerce in wild animal or 

animal articles; and miscellaneous matters. 

                    The Act underwent many amendments. An 

amendment to the Act in 1982, introduced provisions 

permitting the capture and transportation of wild animal 

for the scientific management of animal population. 

                    An amendment in the year of 1991 resulted 

in the Insertion of the special chapters dealing with the 

protection of specified plants and the regulation of 2005. 

The near-total prohibition on hunting was made more 

effective by the amendment Act of 1991.  

             Widespread changes have been made by the 

Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,2002 & a new 

chapter has been incorporated as chapter VI – A to deal 

with the forfeiture of property derived from illegal 

hunting & trade.  
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•Judicial interpretation of wildlife conservation Laws: 

1)Protection of Endangered Species -   

                     The judiciary has consistently 

emphasized the protection of endangered species. 

Landmark cases such as M.C.Mehta V. Kamal Nath 

(1997), Wildlife society of  Orissa v. Ministry of 

environment and Forests (2013), Animal welfare 

Board of India V. A. K.Jain (2003), and Centre for 

Environmental Law v. Union of India (2002) 

2)Habitat conservation-  

                          In the case of T.N Rodavarman 

Thirumulpad vs. union of India (2006), the supreme 

court declared all forests areas, irrespective of there 

classification, as deemed forests, strengthening 

protection measures for wildlife habitats. 

                       In the case of Narmada Bachao Aandolan 

vs. Union of India (2000), the supreme court ordered the 

construction of a dam on the Narmada River to be halted, 

citing concerns about the impact on wildlife habitat. 

3)Penalties- 

 (Section 51 of the wildlife protection Act)  

               If the offences committed in connection with 

the animal described in schedule -1 or part II of schedule 

II where the offence was related to hunting in the 

sanctury or a national pack or exchange in the territory 

of a sanctuary or a natinal park, such an offence shall be 

punishable by imprisonment not less than  3 yrs but up to 

7yrs and a fine not exceeding 10,000 by rupees. 
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B) Indian Forest Act , 1927 -   

                       The Indian Forest Act was first enacted in 

1865.The Indian Forest Act was amended in 1878 and 

once again it was amended in 1927.The Indian Forest 

Act,1927 did not focus on the conservation of forests, 

rather the laws of the British Colonial Government 

focused on control of extraction of timber from the 

forests.Indian Forest Act,1927 has 6 chapters and 40 

sections. 

• Legislative Approach – 

          Reasons for implementation of new Forest laws –  

i)The British wanted forest in order to meet the demands 

of the massively expanding railways. 

ii)Expansion of Railways was very important for the 

movement of Imperial troops and to carry out trade. 

iii)Wood was needed to lay down railways sleepers, and 

it also served as fuel for running locomotives. 

iv)There was a problem of timber supply for the Royal 

British Navy.They needed wood to build their ships in 

order to protect their massive empire. 

v)The British were worried about the use of forests in 

India by the local people. 

vi)All these reasons led to the implementation of forest 

by the colonial British Government. 

              Indian Forest Act divided forest into 3 

categories –  

1) Reserved Forests 
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2) Protected Forests 

3) Village Forests 

 • Executive Mechanism -   

                     Forest officers are public servants 

employed by the government for the administration and 

governance of the forests across the territory of India. All 

the states in India have formulated their own legislations 

for governing forests in their territory, with the Indian 

Forest Act,1927 as the base. 

                    The three primary acts which bestow power 

upon the forest officers are :  

i)Indian Forest Act , 1927 and the rules made thereunder. 

ii)The Wildlife (Protection) Act , 1927 and the rules 

made thereunder. 

iii)The Forest Conservation Act , 1980 and the rules 

made thereunder.   

                    Apart from these legislations, the forest 

officers are bound to implement the laws made by the 

legislatures of the respective states. 

Hierarchy of officers under the Indian Forest Act,1927 – 

1) Administrative Officers – 

           Principal  Chief Conservator of forests 

                                     |                                                                              

   Additional Principal Chief Conservator of forests 

                                            | 

          Chief Conservator of forests  

                                            | 

                             Conservator of forests 
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2) Controlling Officers -  

                  Deputy Conservator of forests  

                                      |  

                   Assistant Conservator of forests  

3) Implementing staff –  

                         Forest Range Officer  

                                        | 

                                Forester  

4) Protection staff –  

                        Forest Guard  

                                  |  

                         Forest Watcher 

Chapter XI from Section 72 to Section 75 states 

powers,duties & responsibilities of forest officers under 

Indian Forest Act , 1927. 

♦Statistics NCRB(National Crime Records Bureau) –   

                         The number of total crimes reported in 

India in 2023 was reported in 445 , 9 per 1,00,000 people. 

The most common crimes in India is theft , followed by 

robbery and assault.The states with the highest crime 

rates in India are Uttar Pradesh , Kerala, Maharashtra and 

Bihar. 

                 Recently state of India’s Environment report 

2023 was launched by Centre for Science and 

Environment (CSE) and Down to Earth Magazine (DTC) 

covering an extensive gamut of subject assessments , 

ranging from climate change, agriculture and industry to 

water , plastics, forests and biodiversity. 
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• What are top ‘five’ environmental crimes? 

                   Environmental crime is an illegal act which 

directly harms the environment. These illegal activities 

involve the environment , wildlife, biodiversity and 

natural resources.Following are some of the 

environmental crimes- 

1)Wildlife Crime – 

               Illegal wildlife in endangered species in 

contravention to the convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora(CITES). 

2) Pollution Crimes – 

                 Dumping and Illicit trade in hazardous waste 

in contravention of the 1989 Basel convention on the 

control of transboundary movement of hazardous wastes 

and other wastes and their disposal. 

3)Illegal fishing –  

              Illegal , unreported and unregulated fishing in 

contravention to controls imposed by various regional 

fisheries management organisation. 

4)Illegal mining –  

                Smuggling of ozone – depleting substances 

(ODS) in contravention to the 1987 montreal protocal an 

substances that deplete the ozone layer. 

5)Illegal logging – 

                Illegal logging is the harvesting of timber in 

contravention of the laws and regulations of the country 

of harvest.It is a global problems with significant 

negative economic, environmental and social impact. 
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• Impact of Environmental crimes – 

                 Environmental crime is characterised by its 

impact on the natural environment. This impact 

manifests itself in – 

1)Increasing level of pollution 

2)A degradation of wildlife  

3) A reduction in biodiversity  

4) The disturbance of ecological balance. 
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RESEARCH RELATED 

1)Signature Spider- 

 

 
                     The Signature Spider (Argiope Anasuja) is 

also known as the Writing Spider and the Garden Spider. 

It is commonly found in India often in one’s garden or 

backyard. Recently someone visiting my house 

mentioned that I had a signature spider at my front door. 

I went to look and was so interested by the zigzag pattern 

on its web which gives it the name “Signature Spider” 

that I checked the internet to learn more. 

                     This spider is found all over the world. 

There are around 75 known different species, and 

although different in colouration each species shares the 

same distinctive striping on its body. The Signature 

Spider builds its web close to the ground in order to catch 

low flying insects such as bees and wasps that travel from 
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flower to flower and is able to eat insects twice its size. 

This spider’s web is almost invisible except for zigzag 

stripes on the web. These zigzag stripes are known as the 

“stabilmentum". 

 

2) Common Bush Brown- 

 

 
Butterfly Biodata: 

Genus: Mycalesis Hübner, 1818 

Species: perseus Fabricius, 1775 

Subspecies: cepheus Butler, 1867 

Wingspan of Adult Butterfly: 35-45mm 

Caterpillar Local Host Plants: Ischaemum ciliare 

(Poaceae, common names: Smut Grass), Axonopus 

compressus (Poaceae, common names: Wide-leaved 

Carpet Grass, Cow Grass). 

Physical Description of Adult Butterfly: 

                     On the upperside, the wings are dark 

greyish  brown with a large but obscure ocellus in space 

2 of the forewing. The male has a small, dark brown sex 
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brand in space 1b of the forewing, and another one at 

vein 7 of the hindwing overlaid with a pale yellow hair 

tuff. On the underside, both wings are pale brown in 

ground colour (with the male in darker brown than the 

female) and have a clear-whitish post-discal band. There 

is a series of ringed ocelli in the submarginal area on both 

wings. In the forewing, the submarginal ocelli usually 

include only one ocellus in each of spaces 2 and 5, and 

two smaller ocelli in between.  In the hindwing, there is 

a thin, dark indentation line  stretching down to (but not 

beyond) vein 1b. Furthermore, the submarginal series of 

ocelli has an arched appearance with the ocellus in space 

2 moved inwards and out of alignment with those in 

spaces 1b and 3. 

 

3)Common Leopard- 

 

 
                  The common leopard is a medium-sized 

butterfly with a wingspan of 50–55 mm with a tawny 

colour and marked with black spots. The underside of the 
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butterfly is more glossy than the upper and both the male 

and female are similar looking. A more prominent purple 

gloss on the underside is found in the dry-season form of 

this butterfly. 

                  Male and female. Upperside bright 

yellowish-ochreous. Forewing with two black short 

slender sinuous bars across middle of the cell, a similar 

darker pair at its end, followed beyond by a short broad 

sinuous streak from the costa to the lower radial, and is 

then succeeded below the cell by an inwardly-oblique 

series of four irregular-shaped spots, and beyond by a 

medial-discal transverse row of similarly disposed 

narrow spots, an outer-discal row of round spots, then an 

inner submarginal sinuous line, confluent with an outer 

straight line, and a marginal row of triangular spots. 

Hindwing with a slightly-defined slender black lunule 

within the cell, two before its end, and two also above it; 

a transverse inner-discal irregular series of slender 

lunules which are slightly pale bordered externally; a 

medial-discal row of four larger black oval spots, two 

submarginal sinuous slightly confluent lines, and 

marginal triangular spots. 

                     Underside paler, and with all the markings, 

as on upperside much less defined; the interspaces of 

cell-bars and outer markings suffused with violet-grey, 

and the inner-discal series outwardly bordered with 

greyish lunules. In some specimens, presumably dry-
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season, all the markings on the upper and underside are 

less prominent. 

                    Body and palpi above yellowish-ochreous; 

beneath and also femora beneath greyish-white; tibia and 

tarsi pale ochreous; antennae ochreous-brown. 

 

4)Common Jezebel- 

 

 
             The wingspan of both males and females ranges 

from 6.5 to 8.5 cm. 

Male- 

         Upperside is white. The forewings have the veins 

broadly black, this colour broadened triangularly at the 

termination of the veins, costal margin narrowly black; a 

broad black postdiscal transverse band from costa to 

dorsum sloped obliquely outwards from costa to vein 4, 

thence parallel to termen. Hindwing with the veins 

similar but for three-fourths of their length much more 

narrowly black; a postdiscal transverse black band as on 
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the forewing but much narrower, curved and extended 

only between veins 2 and 6; beyond this the veins are 

more broadly black and this colour as on the forewing 

broadens out triangularly at the termination of the veins; 

the interspaces beyond the postdiscal black band pink, 

due to the vermilion colouration of the underside 

showing through. 

                    On the underside, the forewings are similar 

but the black edging to the veins much broader, the upper 

two interspaces beyond the postdiscal transverse band 

tinged with yellow. Hindwing: ground colour bright 

yellow, the veins and transverse postdiscal band as on the 

upperside but much more broadly black, the latter 

extended from the costa to vein 2; the interspaces 

between the veins beyond the postdiscal fascia with a 

series of broadly lanceolate (lance-shaped) or cone-

shaped vermilion-red spots, each spot very narrowly 

edged with white; the basal portion of interspace 6 white, 

in contrast to the bright yellow of the ground colour. 

Antenna black; head, thorax and abdomen white, the 

apical joint of the palpi black; the head and thorax with a 

mixture of black hairs that give these parts a grey-blue 

appearance. 

 

 

Female- 

           Upper and undersides similar to those in the male, 

but the black edging to the veins and the postdiscal 
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transverse bands on both forewings and hindwings are 

much broader. 

 

5) Ant’s nest- 

 

 
                 The industrious ants, work unitedly till 

their goal is achieved. Excellent craftsmanship and 

mastery over the art of weaving nests, the ants are an 

of example of labour and hard work.                          

They chose some of the sturdy and strong leaves and 

join their narrow ends and weave them together. 

They bend the edges of the leaves in whatever shape 

they require and create a great hollow. They 

strengthen the leaves further with additional twigs 

and branches and create enough space to 

accommodate thousands and thousands of ants. The 

nest is built within a span of 24 hours and ensure that 

it is water proof and weather proof. 

 

6)Ixora- 
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                     Ixora is a class of blossoming plants in the 

Rubiaceae family. It is the main sort in the tribe Ixoreae. 

It comprises of tropical evergreen trees and bushes and 

holds around 545 species. In spite of the fact that local to 

the tropical and subtropical territories all through the 

world, its focal point of assorted qualities is in Tropical 

Asia. It is host plant of monkey puzzle butterfly species 

 

7)Bamboo- 

               Bamboos are a diverse group of mostly 

evergreen perennial flowering plants making up the 

subfamily Bambusoideae of the grass family 

Poaceae.Giant bamboos are the largest members of the 

grass family, in the case of Dendrocalamus sinicus 

individual culms reaching a length of 46 meters, up to 36 

centimeters in thickness and a weight of up to 450 

kilograms. 
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8) Teak- 

 

 
                  Teak is a tropical hardwood tree species in the 

family Lamiaceae. It is a large, deciduous tree that occurs 

in mixed hardwood forests. Tectona grandis has small, 

fragrant white flowers arranged in dense clusters at the 

end of the branches. These flowers contain both types of 

reproductive organs 
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SCHEDULE REPORTING OF TOUR 

 

DAY DETAILS 
Day 1  

20TH OCTOBER 2023 
‣Early in the morning all 

students gathered in the 

premise of Shahaji Law 

College at 8 Am. 

‣ In morning at 8.30 am 

we started our journey. 

‣Nearly at 2 pm we 

reached the Parpoli village 

and we were given 

delicious food. 

‣In afternoon at 3 pm the 

workshop started. 

Workshop was 

informative and students 

actively participated in the 

workshop. 

‣At 6 pm cultural 

programme started.This 

evening programme 

showcased the rich 

heritage of the region , 

offering an enjoyable 

experience. 

‣After such a enjoyable 

cultural programme at 

8.30 pm we were served 
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with nutritious local 

food.Thus, first of tour 

concluded with warm and 

hospitable surrounding of 

homrestays at Parpoli 

village . 

Day 2 

21st OCTOBER 2023 
‣Breakfast (7 to 8 am)- 

The day started with 

wholesome breakfast 

made up of only rice 

called ‘ghavan’. 

‣Parpoli butterfly trail (8 

to 1 am) – This butterfly 

trail provided an 

opportunity for students to 

explore and appretiate the 

natural beauty of Parpoli 

village . 

‣Lunch (1 to 2 pm) – A 

well timed lunch break 

allowed students to refuel 

for further activities.Many 

local food item were 

introduced to student 

through this tour. 

‣Visit to nearby tourist 

places (3 to 8 pm) – After 

lunch we went to many 

scenic places.We visited 
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temples , waterfalls.We 

also visited aquarium in 

Kesari. 

‣Dinner (7 to 9 pm) – The 

day ended with another 

delightful dinner in the 

homestays, fostering a 

sense of community 

among students. 

Day 3 

22nd OCTOBER 2023 
‣Trek in Parpoli – Amboli 

ghat (6.30 am to 12pm) – 

The tour’s adventurous 

climax featured a trek 

through Parpoli – Amboli 

ghat offering a memorable 

and picturesque 

experience to us. We 

thrilled by having such 

marvellous experience. 

‣ We also visited to 

Ramtrith located in Ajara. 
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CONCLUSION & SUGGESTIONS 

 
Conclusion –  

               The study tour is intended to make us familiar 

with the environment and to explore the butterfly 

biodiversity of Parpoli village.The Parpoli village, which 

is placed in the foothills of Amboli ghat is known as 

butterfly village as it is home to more tthan 180 species 

of butterflies. 

                 The first edition of Butterfly festival was 

organised between 20-23rd October 2023 to give an 

exposure to nature lovers about science of Butterflies. 

                  The Homestay was a tourist place which is 

accessible by surface transportation that connects it to the 

mainland. It was a unique blend of architecture, street art, 

That we haven’t seen anywhere else in the region. 

                  Overall the trip was awesome.We 

experienced the real adventure in three days. It taught us 

discipline ;punctuality and made us more adaptive. 

                 We have learned about adventure like 

treaking, and adventure camp has given life lessons and 

also given to explore environment and floral diversity 

and connecting with local culture. 

               We the students of Pre Law I,IV NLC,LLB-II, 

would like to thank all the respected teachers and 

principal sir who accomplained us for giving the golden 

opportunity of participating in the Environmental study 
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tour 20223.This experience will always remain a 

significant part of our college memories . 
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Some Tour’s Photographs- 
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